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PRESS RELEASE





      2 February 2012
DO POLITICIANS MAKE YOU SEE RED? 

PUT THEM ON ICE THIS WEEKEND!

Corruption, political instability, the crisis – those are just a few of the themes that we hear about every day in relation to Czech and foreign politicians. Many of us would, at least from time to time, like to put politicians on ice, to put it politely. This weekend a few politicians will be put on ice. Václav Klaus, Jiří Paroubek, Karel Schwarzenberg, Miloš Zeman, Miroslav Kalousek, Barack Obama, Nicolas Sarkozy, Angela Merkel, Vladimir Putin and Silvio Berlusconi will be the subjects of a unique exhibition of ice statues on the roof of Galerie Harfa. The event, entitled “Icy Politicians” will begin on Saturday, February 4th at 9 a.m. and the presentation of the final version of the "Icy Politicians" will be on Sunday, February 5th, between 2 and 5 p.m. The exhibition will last until the politicians of ice melt. Thus, according to weather forecasts the exhibits could last at least until the middle of February.
The sculptors will be chiselling the politicians out of cubes of ice measuring 120 x 80 cm and weighing 130 kg. Five to six cubes are required for a single statue. In addition to classic carving chisels they will need a power saw, grinders and cutters. These are classic woodcarving tools, just adapted for work with ice. 

So far ice sculptures and various installations from ice and snow are relatively sporadic events in the Czech Republic and they tend to take place in more climatically suitable settings, primarily in the mountains. Other countries have taken it farther, holding interesting events with an ice theme. These include the large ice festival in Harbin in China or the ice festival in Bruges.
“The weather forecast is very favourable, so we hope that the statues on the roof of Galerie Harfa will last as long as possible. But for those who are interested we definitely recommend coming out this weekend, when they can see the sculptors at work with these giants of ice," stated Pavel Skorčík, the Director of Galerie Harfa.

The politicians will be carved into the ice by sculptors that have years of experience with the creation of ice carvings. Fr example Jiří Genzer has repeatedly participated in ice festivals held all over Europe and in 2006 he received 2nd place at the Olympic Arts ice carving competition in Pragelato, Italy. František Bálek is the founder of the Momentary Art Association which gathers sculptors working with snow, sand and ice. He exhibits at home and abroad and his activities also include restoration and education. 
Michal Jára has long cooperated with the creation of sets for the Barrandov Film Studio. In addition to ice he has worked with wood and sand and he also created statues out of wires. Jan Švadlenka’s creations include the metre-long chess figures that appeared in the film Bathory and the “Daydreaming” statue used in the film Post Coitum. Tomáš Bosambo creates statues from wood, bronze, snow and sand. His work from ice includes statues of Avatar, Romeo and Juliet and Indiana Jones.
www.galerieharfa.cz
Note for editors:

Galerie Harfa in Prague’s Vysočany district was opened on 11 November 2010 and has 49,000 m2 of retail and entertainment space on three floors. Ever since it began its operations it has profiled itself as a new generation shopping centre. One of its exceptional features is its connection with the neighbouring O2 Arena, one of the most modern complexes of this type in Europe. Customers are not limited to shopping in Galerie Harfa's 160 shops, but they can also enjoy entertainment, sports and fashion. The shopping centre also includes 1600 free parking spaces. Since 28 April 2011 the roof of Galerie Harfa is the proud home of a DinoPark, the only one of its kind in Prague, which brings the tried and trusted concept of entertainment and education famous in Plzeň, Ostrava and Vyškov to the capital city. The project developer and investor is C&R Developments, a member of the Lighthouse Group. As part of Galerie Harfa it has currently completed two ten-storey towers with 20,000 m2 of office space. In the coming years the multifunctional complex will expand to include more offices and a hotel with a conference centre. Thus the project developer and investor has significantly contributed to the revitalisation of the former ČKD factory complex and in the building of Nové Vysočany. 
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